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CAPITALIST ELECTION 
DEMOCRACY A FAKE* 

We have been taught that any American boy has a 
chance to become Presictent; that we must vote for the 
best man in elections and that usually, in the long run, 
the best man wins; that the crooks in government are 
sooner or later driven out of office by the good people 
pf the community; that the system of elections and the 
system of voting in the United States is the most 
democratic in the world. 

When anyone says that all this is a lie, that it is far 
from the - truth, that our whole system is nothing but 
sham democracy, then the Fourth of July orators, the 
press, the radio and the pulpit say that such a man is a 
dangerous radical, a red who should be deported. But if 
this radical can produce facts instead of fancy, proof that 
tears aside falsehoods and demonstrates the folly of 
blind faith, then we should listen to him and learn what 
he has to say. •' ■ 

The Revolutionary Workers League of the United 
States, fighting for the interests of the vast majority 
of the population of the country—the working class and 
poor farmers—asks you to read its program bn the elec¬ 
tion campaign. If you are biased and have your mind 
already made up, if you “know it all”, then the best thing 
to do so is to throw this away. But if you are a worker 
who wants to better the lot of the working class and your 
family and yourself, then we ask you to listen to the 
revolutionary workers’ point of view. 

‘Published in the FIGHTING WORKER, July 1st, 1936 
under the title. Capitalist Democracy a Fraud. 








The backbone of the voting population m the United 
States is composed of the middle class, and not, as the 
exploiters' would have us believe the working class 
whichTs the majority of the population. For example. , 

_Millions of Negro worker, under Jim Crow oppres¬ 
sion are disfranchised; 

2- —Millions of foreign born worker, who do the hardest 

labor from which the bosse* reap ig P r 

franchised; « » . 

3— —Millions of youth, between 17 and 21, old enough 

“ work but not old enough to vote are disfranchised; 

4- Millions of native born unemploy^ worker. ran- 

town to town, are disfranchised, 

5— Million, °f MS- worket *’ 

politicians, refuse to register or go to the po-ls _ 
boycott the elections; , . » .c 

6—The majority of the soldiers and sailo^ can ig ■ 

nation but cannot vote because they are a ay 

If theee millions do not vote. then who does^ vote ^ 

1— The small property owning middle das 

and the country constitute, the backbone of the 

American voters; . ... 

2— The various layer, of the capitalist class, 

3 _ The workers employed on city, county, state a, 

government jobs who must vote as their polity 
bosses tell them; the workers employed.n company 
towns and company controlled communities, and the 
worker, who are capitalist from the eyebrow, up 
and slaves from the eyebrows down; 
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4—The big cemetery vote, the big graveyard vote list 
of the politicians, the paid voters of the ward bosses, 
and the padded lists. 

But the above is, only a surface sore of the sham 
democracy in elections in the United States. What 
about the difficulties encountered by a -workers’ ticket 
which is to be placed on the ballot? Leaving aside the 
obvious fact that a workers’ party does not have the 
millions and millions of dollars in campaign funds and 
gratuitous services which the capitalists have for utiliz¬ 
ing the press, radio, movies, church and jobs, we will 
only mention the difficulties encountered in obtaining 
a place on the ballot. 

To place a workers’ ticket oh the ballot the working 
class must overcome drastic state election laws. 

Each state has different laws. 

Election commissions in most cases use a dozen 
methods to disqualify the workers’ ticket after it has 
complied with the laws to obtain signatures, etc. 

Expensive primaries and an expensive election system 
make it impossible for a workers’ party with a small 
campaign fund to comply with these regulations and 
enter tickets in the 48 states. 

If the workers’ ticket .hurdles the first series of ob¬ 
stacles which the capitalist government has built and' 
obtains a place on the ballot, a whole new series of; ob¬ 
stacles confront it. 

The majority of votes are thrown out by the vote- 
counters who are paid agents of the enemy parties. 

It is not possible to obtain watchers for every polling 
place. 

Even where the workers’ revolutionary party obtains 
poll watchers many votes are challenged and in this 
way disqualified. 
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And finally when the revolutionary workers’ ticket 
gains a place on the ballot and obtains enough votes to 
elect a member to office, the capitalist ■ politicians who 
are in control usually count out these votes and steal 
the election. 

If and when this hurdle is also overcome along with 
the rest (gaining a place on the ballot, gaining enough 
acknowledged votes to elect a member of the workers’ 
party, preventing the politicians from stealing the elec¬ 
tion, etc.,) then, when the representative of the exploited 
is in office, a whole new series of hurdles again con¬ 
front the workers’ party. Behind the law of the land 
and its million or more phases of judicial interpretation 
to back it up stands the armed might of the exploiters'. 

The whole system of parliamentarism, the system of 
government in the United States, is organized and built 
to serve the needs and interests of the capitalist class. 
As long as the workers play the game of parliamentar- 
ism, a game in which the cards are stacked against them, 
the capitalists speak of the sacredness of “democracy” 
and bourgeois parliament. But as soon as the workers 
gain sufficient organized might to seriously consider tak¬ 
ing over state power the exploiters drop their democratic 
mask (Italy, Germany, etc., etc.,) and resort to open 
dictatorship and brutal suppression of the working 
class. In "those cities, sections and states where the or¬ 
ganized strength of the workers is great enough to gain 
more pay and less hours, over and over again the bosses 
and their government resort to martial law arfd a reign 
of terror against organized labor. Without, economic 
freedom there can be no political freedom. 

In place of the capitalist dictatorship over the work¬ 
ers the working class must establish its rule. Through 



its dictatorship over the exploiters it will insure demo- j 

craey for the working class. The working class cannot | 

obtain power through elections and voting its represen- ; 

tatives into, office. The working class can establish its 

rule" only by the overthrow of the capitalist system and 

all the institutions which have been organized to de- f 

fend it. j 

The Revolutionlary Workers League participates in ' 

elections in order to expose the capitalist system of ex- j 

ploitation, in . order to expose the dictatorship of the 1 

capitalists, in order to expose sham democracy, in order ! 

to help the workers draw the necessary lessons to enable 
them to establish a Workers Government based upon i 

Workers Councils. ! 

The party of the working class that will accomplish I 

the above ends can do so only on the basis of using its 1 

participation m elections, and its representatives in of- 
fiee as an auxiliary to the mass struggles of the class ! 

outside of parliament To promise the workers reforms ! 

through the exploiters’ state is to lead the working clhss ' | 

into the trap of the class enemy. The lot of the work- i 

mg class cannot be improved through “parliament” The 1 

working class can improve its conditions, by relying only . 1 

upon its own force in the day-to-day class struggle which 
is its training ground for the final struggle to overthrow 
capitalism and set up a Workers Government. 
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Tte Workers Vote Election .^ 1 

Tic State formally is the representative of the entire 
population of the country, but in. reality it represents, 
the interests of only one class—the ruling class. It is 
the organized political and physical power in the hands 
of the exploiting class for the defense of their property 
rights and, for the oppression of the exploited class, 
tins fact may be more or less hidden for a time by 
democratic” forms such- as. a republican, form of gov¬ 
ernment, universal suffrage, a bilL of rights, a theore- 
tical equality before the law and so. on-^But the true 
nature of the state becomes obvious whenever the 
Struggle between the classes reaches a stage in which the 
ruling class is—or thinks it is.—in, danger of beine 
overthrown. Then all democratic forms are swiftl ydis- 
sarded. The Weimar Constitution of Germany was 
replaced by the Nazi dictatorship, the parliamentarian- 
«ra of Italy was replaced by the Fascist Corporate 
btate. In these substitutions neither the State nor its 
role lost its former essence. It remained whit it was 
the means of oppression in the hand of the ruling -i- ^ 
but without the maslc of democracy^ 

Even in countries where the rule of the exploiters 
n bydemocracy, the mask is very transparent. 
In the United States we haw “democracy”! But the 
means of information and propaganda, are largely in 
the hands of the ruling class. The machinery for elec¬ 
tions is under the control of the ruling class. How the 
votes are counted and discounted depends upon the 

* Published in the FIGHTING WORKER, June 
1936, under file title. The Workers Vote. 


ruling class. All the rules and regulations are laid 
down by the ruling class. Millions of Negroes are 
disfranchised. Millions of foreign bom workers are 
excluded from the elections. Millions of native work¬ 
ers, on the go in search of jobs and thereby having no 
legal residence for the specified period of time in the 
state and district where they are located on the day of 
elections, are deprived the right to vote. Millions of 
young workers are denied the right to vote because 
they are not of legal age, though old enough to be ex¬ 
ploited by the ruling class. 

If in spite of all these handicaps, the workers suc¬ 
ceed yi electing a few representatives of their own, 
what then. What or who can prevent the ruling class 
tom throwing out such representatives, as the Social¬ 
ist Assemblymen were thrown out of the assembly of 
the State of New York years ago? So long as you 
vote the way the exploiters want you to vote, yon may 
have the right. But if you vote against them they can 
disfranchise yon as millions of us are disfranchised. 

The workers can achieve freedom and security only 
by overthrowing the capitalist state and the whole 
capitalist system. But we can never overthrow capital¬ 
ism if we limit ourselves to the legal framework of 
the capitalist state and submit to the rules laid down 
by our exploiters. . 

Then why participate at all in an election campaign? 
For the purpose of revolutionary propaganda and 
agitation, to expose in action the bourgeois system to 
the class. How shall we participate in elections or¬ 
ganized by the capitalists against the workers? The 
Revolutionary Workers League says—through the 
Workers Vote. 

We propose to set up parallel to the voting system 
of the capitalists a Workers Vote against capitalism. 
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We propose to organize a vote of ALL workers in the 
United States, regardless of color, sex, citizenship in 
the United States, residence qualifications worked out 
by the capitalists, etc. Only the exploited workers, 
poorest farmers, etc. will be able to vote. And all 
those who toil who are over seventeen will be able to 
vote. Bosses and their direct agents will be ineligible. 
The workers will be asked to vote for candidates who 
stand on the platform of the overthrow of capitalism 
and the establishment of a workers’ government. 

In this way the vote of ALL workers, those permit¬ 
ted to vote by the capitalists and those disbarred, will 
be given an opportunity to vote against capitalism for 
a workers’ world. And the sham democracy of capital¬ 
ism can be exposed in the light of all workers. 

Today we are weak and can put this proposition to 
work only on a modest scale. But as we grow in in¬ 
fluence and size we can apply it more widely until it 
becomes a powerful instrument in the hands of the 
workers against the capitalists. 

As an auxiliary tactic, where possible, the workers 
will, be asked to write in on the regular ballots in the 
capitalist election the names of the candidates in the 
Workers Vote election. And when we are strong 
enough we can and will run candidates in the capital¬ 
ist elections too. But in all such cases parallel with 
the vote of our candidates in the capitalist election will 
go the Workers Vote for these and other candidates in 
the Workers Vote election. 

This is a new idea. It is a revolutionary idea and 
will enable the revolutionists in the United States to 
make full use of the fake democracy of the American 
capitalists in the interests of the working class and the 
revolution. We are confident it will strike responsive 
chords in the thinking and sentiments of workers 
everywhere. 


Because it is new there must be many questions 
about it. Workers are invited to write to the Fighting 
Worker for further information and also to tell us 
what they think about. it. Future issues of the 
Fighting Worker will discuss other aspects of the 
question. 

WORKERS VOTE 
ELECTION PROGRAM* 

The workers of the United States must organize 
on a class struggle basis as the fiijst step in the 
',/ fights 

For the six hour day, five day week, and no 
reduction in pay. 

For unemployment and social insurance to be 
paid for by the capitalists and their government. 
For work relief at a thirty dollar a week mini¬ 
mum wage. 

For economic, social and political equality for 
the Negro masses. 

For the coordination of free education apd 
practical vocational training for all youth; for 
equal pay for equal work; for independent re¬ 
lief for all youth, equal to the adult. 

(For immediate complete independence for the 
colonies and protectorates of the United States. 

' For democratic rights; for the right to organize, 

t strike and picket. 

! •'Published in the FIGHTING WORKER, July 1st, 

1936. 
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today in order to better f ^" r juggles to- 
a „d in order to prepa ^ . Part ial gains 

morrow, for the strugg ^ claSS today can- 

through victories o oppressed. Only the 

ing class and the oppressed masses. 

“own’Mmperialist armies and navies m the war. 

The worker* must establish a Worker. Govern¬ 
ment. The workers can accomplish th 

srSr.to >» “■ 

place Workers Councils. 

TKe Workersjovernment a 

dktXship‘’against ^ ^loiters to, msure 

the workeis will car production on a 

stead of for profit, will organize^ ^ ^ wiU 

higher level to insure. . $ wars, "will 

eliminate poverty, une ™ p . c00 perate with the 

establish a workers ^ state, cooper^ a WO rld 

Soviet Union, and w support to 

of' the world / 


A Workers Government can be obtained only 
by the independent political action of the working 

class, through a party of the workers, completely 
independent of all other parties. This party mu 
be an international party, a party of Marxism, 
a communist party. 

the u. s. constitution* 

- Since a grooving revolutionary the 

working' class had beenSU ^J JJ S New Ileal, at the cheap 
various relief measures of Rooseve profits of the 

prioo of ,f .tew billion "f„T“tai P .nd b».»d„ 

big corporations, are gr •_ ( , ! f rom their fright and begin 
the big capitalists are be able t0 CO pe with the 

to feel confident that thy “ Roose velt and 

situation without any New D i • took the matter 

Congress not being agreeably Jg ^ reliable ins trument, 

into its own hands by N ew Deal laws, by declar- 

the Supreme Court unma g ag Congr ess is making 

ing them unconstitutional, thege cornerst0 nes in the 

them . The NRA an having been dropped into the 

structure of the New D , S ^ structure of 

Potomac and sunk without a trace, , tn 

the New Deal is collapsing.. 

New Dellets ^ 

“ t“i2SITSSr. — 

Capitalism? . 

IS 


° f ’ the ^ t to nullif y * law enacted by Con- 
f" e f, " h f, cam P of Old Dealers the hue and cry is 

Sup? S T 6me C ° Urt and the 

of t he accumulated 

Constitution is the Civic Rihle ,, . . h th ’ the 

SkSEHSSS's'? 

euJ ZT ,", **“ ***»• <« S 

The small eaplMbt.?'^\7 g Tud”stoist™he”“ 

s.-Eta* strs iniem “’ “ 

special interested But ,h. ”S“' to «■»»«<« .«■ own 

constitutional amendment thar*” 1 ^ia^^ un i ted “gainst a, 
capitalist e“,“t S ^rs "S lh f 

over the workers can hf» \ rule 

the workers. History knows f °f y * )y a revolution of 
achieved by 1™*’ 

01 * h - N » th *‘ »« »ap.ns. o' ^SS^gS^ 

•w • 


the South, but it took four years of » him 
enforce the amendment. f W ° dy 5 mI -*** to $ 

Nothing is more dangerous fnr 

illusion that they can legislate fh workers than.-the, . i 

through the very instrument nf oppress ors out of power g 

state. The German Socialist hadTh thc ^‘P-italist' ^ 
fascism. The Austrian ’ Sociahsts w I " uslon * They 'got 
They now have fascism. The Italian ** ^ SSme i;iusion - - 
it was quite sufficient to occunv the f W .° rkers bought that "d 
the capitalist state, but they wevl j actorles -' they ignored - I 
-crc crushed andmj £££* W"* «■ they >- 

government, is ‘5* Capitaliet '. 

Power is turned over to the wf P er and th e same , 
of the same, capitalist govern menta l! ^ exeeutive br anch / 
ence to the various grouns of i* maIce a 
trol of the government but it Ip 1 ” & 1StS fig, hting for con- , 
pressed and exploited class. eS us ’ workers, an op- c 

■ ' ‘ • -yi'-..' *■ ry- 

■ Not a constitutional amendment h, * «.■ 
volutionary force is the instrument ’for the re ‘' 

the workers from wage slavery ° f . 



